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BLUE WATER

from Rod Heikell

A teartf

Giant whirlpools that swallow ships ant;f {hy;lﬂgj,cal creaturjes Lhat snatch
sailors off the deck... these are some of the legends encgﬁﬁ‘tered by

' Rod, en route from Italy to Greece for an emotional Med ‘homecoming’

HEGGIO DI CALABRIA: YACHT HARBOUR
£38°07"-64N 15°39°.09E WGSE4

dusty walk to get supplies. Ice can be ordered at the | |§
harbour.
‘ting out Good restaurants, trattorias and pizzerias| B

= town. _
Other PO. Banks. The club office will sometimes
change money. Metered telephone calls can be
made from the club office. lialgaz and Camping [&
Gaz. Hire cars. Ferries to Messina, Siracusa and
Malra. '

General

stop for refuelling, buying provisions or just
taking a breather before heading into the Ionian,
Then again, it is dusiy, uncomfortabie and
crowded. Reggio was destroyed by the great 1908
earthquake that levelled Messina, flattened during
World War II, and hit yet again by an earthquake in
1980. I don't suppose you can blame the
inhabitants if they seem to have lost interest in
their city. Yet [ have a liking for it. It is a proper
working town and you meet some odd characters
—which can be worrying when the city is one of the
main recruiting grounds for the cosa nostra.
Saverio Chirico is not one of the cosa nostra,
although he probably knows some of them.
Saverio has been informally looking after

Reggio is not the most atractive place but it is the
safest and most convenient harbour on the E side of
the Strait. Throughout history, if war or pirates did
not ravage the town then an earthquake would
flatten it. The [ast severe earthquake in 1980 killed
5000 and seriously damaged every house that was
not completely destroyed. It was heavily bombed in
the Second World War and most of the buildings of
low aspect and reputed to be earthquake-proof (cf.
Messina) date from the post-war period. The town
is also reputed to be one cf the principal recruiting
grounds for the Cosa Noswra,

Saverio, taxi-driver, sometime ormeggatort, fixer
and supplier of liquid victuals and morning

sissants, has been around chgm for at least 20

H”'ars He sometimes gets a hard time from yachdes, f '

but in my experience he has the cheapest slabs of -1 h o+ uion
beer and can find some excellent parmigiano
reggiana. Say hello to him — he is a part of Reggio {11
and most of us-who travel down this way have Wwith Reggio, It
lannked farward to seeine him here aver rhe vears

sina toallowa

visiting yachts to Reggio for more than 20 years.
His proper job is driving a taxi, but on the side he

helps yachts by organising supplies, distributing his
home-made wine and buying croissants for breakfast

Saverio is an ormeggiatoriwith a heart and charm.
When [ was leaving Reggio this time I moved to the fuel
dock in the morning to refuel, but things started to geta
bit tricky when the wind pinned me to the dock. [ knew
Saverio would be down with croissants so [ waited. Sure
enough, he raced up with a paying fare in his cab and my
croissant. [ explained my predicament and told him
where [ wanted to be pushed off while I gunned the
engine and steered the boat out.

All of this was done to the sound of his poor customer
screaming at him to ‘get the hell back up here and drive
the cab’. Arrivederchi, Saverio.

New Coastguard vessels

With all the media coverage over illegal immigrants
flooding into Europe, sailors will be glad to know the
spin-off has been an expansion of the Coastguard, and
all the major [talian ports have new Coastguard vessels.
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